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W anted- - - - 


by Josiah Gilbert Holland 


God give us men! A time like this demands 

Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands; 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 

Men who possess opinions and a will; 

Men who have honor, — men who will not lie; 

Men who can stand before a demagogue, 

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking! 
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog 

In public duty and in private thinking! .. . 
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Town Government 1955-56 
“Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored.” 


SELECTMEN 
1st Charles Kent, Jr., 
2nd Kelsey Robinson 3rd Wilson Shores 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
Chairman, Mrs. Katherine Hunter 
Glen Fitzpatrick Trevison Knights 
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
Clifton M. Hamm 
TAX COLLECTOR AND TREASURER 
Chester E. Basford 
TOWN CLERK 
Mrs. Dorothy Hunter 
HEALTH OFFICER 
Herman Lovejoy 


CONSTABLES 
Herman Lovejoy Omah Lord Sherwin Colson 
FENCE VIEWERS 
Vinal Alexander Friend Page Ivan Richards 


CEMETERY COMMITTEE 
1 yr. — Kelsey Robinson 3 yrs. — Parker Pillsbury 
2 yrs. — Helen Alexander 4 yrs. — Percy Bull 
5 yrs. Henry Martin 


BUDGET COMMITTEE: John Faas, Oscar Monk, Charles 
Brown, Amasa Shores, Cecil Strickland, Fred Webber, 
Chester Basford, Willard Ford, Samuel Hunter, Harold 
Libby, David Richards, Wallace Woodworth, Brainard 
Caverly, Ivan Roy, Edgar Wyman, Charles Kent, Jr., 
Henry Martin. 
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4 
Treasurer's Report 
For the year ending February 20, 1956 


Cash on hand February 21, 1955 $ 1,614.97 
Treasury Bond 1,000.00 
City of Old Town, Poor 123.14 
Town of Burnham, Poor 88.98 
Town of Oakland, Poor 42.00 
Kennebec County, sanding Unity Plantation 349.40 
Use of Town Owned Equipment 119.75 
David Richards, opening Gravel pit 27.00 
Fox & Ginn, check returned 1.15 
Houghton & Mifflin Co., check returned 6.40 
Sale of Town History Books 2.00 
Federal Trust Co., Smiley-Lunt Fund 38.24 
Estate of Edgar J. Brown, Cemetery Trust Fund 200.00 
Hortense W. Piper, Cemetery Trust Funds 400.00 
Floyd Abbott, Cemetery Trust Fund 300.00 
Ernest G. Richards, Cemetery Trust Fund 200.00 
Teachers Withholding Tax 1,642.00 
Reimbursements on Town Poor Accounts 925.99 
Tax Lien Discharges 16.00 © 
Tax Lien Costs 68.76 
Interest on Taxes Past Due 36.29 
Sale of Tax Acquired Property 740.52 
Temporary Loans — Federal Trust Company 20,000.00 
Chester E. Basford, Tax Collections 61,604.41 
Chester E. Basford, Excise Tax Collections 8,692.63 
State of Maine, All Accounts 32,691.22 
1954 Tax Liens Paid 217.69 
1953 Tax Liens Paid 203.62 
1952 Tax Liens Paid 81.72 
1951 Tax Liens Paid 25.80 
1950 - 49-48 Tax Liens Paid 25.80 
1947 Tax Liens 7.20 
Total available $131,492.68 
Total of SELECTMEN’S WARRANTS paid 122236 
Cash on hand February 20, 1956 $ 10;271ve2 


Respectfully submitted, 
CHESTER E. BASFORD, Treasurer. 


dae WveN OR “BIEN 'P-OON 7 


Tax Collector’s Report 


Amount of Committment for 1955 $61,428.76 
Plus Supplemental Taxes 94.60 


$61,523.36 
Amount of Taxes Collected, Paid to Treasurer 59,829.47 


Balance, 1955 Taxes Uncollected Feb. 20,1956 $ 1,693.89* 


* As Listed 
Lillian Burgoin $ 34.50 
Nina Brown 37.00 
Harold Buker 35.42 
Frederick Burke 23.00 
Heirs of Roland Buzzell 27.60 
Gene Campbell 3.00 
Carroll Carey 4.60 
Paid since Feb. 20 63.48 
Roger Cole 3.00 
Ralph Crosby 23.48 
Sadie M. Crosby 4.60 
Florence Dodge 27.60 
Eddie Doody 3.00 
Clyde Dow 57.50 
Faylene Flye 29.90 
Paul Flye 4.60 
Kenneth A. Foster 25.30 
Leland Giroux, Jr. 9.20 
Alfred Grenier 8.93 
Chester E. & Clara W. Haskell 59.80 
Paid SinceFeb. 20 | 23.00 
Clement M. King B22) 
Fred Killam } 32.20 
Paid Since Feb. 20 308.00 
William R. & Marilyn H. Levesque 44.40 
Paid Since Feb. 20 3.00 
Paid Since Feb. 20 59.80 


Elwin A. & Leonis H. Richards 34.50 
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Hester Richards 
Wilbur Richards 
Claudius Robinson 
Everett O. Rowe 
Edmond Rowe 
Maurice M. & Doris M. Rowe 
Charles & Melba Shaw 
Walter Smith 
Fred Spencer 
Elwyn Strickland 
Orlando Thompson 
Joseph E. & Irene E. Tierney 
Ordelle Wood 
Walter Verle Wood 
Ernest Woodworth 
NON RESIDENT 
William M. Beaulieu 
Alberta Black 
Robert O. Brown 
May Cooley 
John Copeland 
Herbert Goudreau 
Joseph John 
Roland Roy 
Merle Thomas 


31.74 
23.00 
9.20 
75.90 
4.60 
65.56 
5.94 
36.40 
7.60 
4.60 
64.40 
4.60 
41.40 
59.80 
3.00 


36.80 
52.56 
4.60 
55.20 
18.40 
10.58 
46.00 
4.60 
4.60 


$ 1,693.89 


REPORT ON BACK TAXES AND TAX LIENS 


FOR 1954, 1953, 1951, AND 1950 


Balance of 1954 Taxes Feb. 20, 1955 
Plus Supplemental Taxes 


Amt. Collected, paid Treasurer $ 1,740.81 


Tax Liens Placed 
Balance Uncollected, Feb. 20, 1956 


* As Listed 
Fred Killam $ 
Maurice M. & Doris M. Rowe 
$ 
** As Listed 
Roland Buzzell $ 


Clement King 


396.94** 
14.88* 


8.50 
6.38 | 


14.88. 


25.50 
22.00 


$ 2,143.63 
9.00 


$ 2,152.63 


Ha WN” OO ROBE N'DO uN 


Fred Killam 21.00 
Willard & Thelma Marston 17.00 
Maurice M. & Doris M. Rowe 46.75 
William R. & Marilyn H. Levesque 34.00 
Roland Roy 425 
1954 Tax Liens Paid 226.44 

$ 396.94 


Balance of 1953 Taxes February 20, 1955 
Amount Collected, paid Treasurer 


Balance Uncollected Feb. 20, 1956 


* As Listed 
Frank Coombs $ 3.00 


Balance of 1951 Taxes February 20, 1955 
Amount Collected, paid Treasurer 


Balance of 1950 Taxes February 20, 1955 
Amount Collected, paid Treasurer 


Respectfully submitted 


FR 


15.97 
12.97 


3.00* 


6.16 
6.16 


2.20 
2.20 


CHESTER E.. BASFORD, T'ax Collector. 
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Selectmen’s Report 


For the Year Ending February 20, 1956 


We respectfully submit to the taxpayers and citizens 
of the town of Benton, this report for the fiscal year ending 
February 20, 1955. It should be read carefully and if there 
is anything that is not understood, we shall be glad to ex- 
plain in so far as possible. You as a taxpayer are a share- 
holder in the town and entitled to every consideration. A 
ae explanation of work carried on for the past year is as 

ollows: 


Highways — 


The $3,000 raised for this account has been used 
where it seemed to be needed the most, with the amounts of 
$200 being expended on each of the following roads as voted: 
Lord Road; Foss Hill Road; and Trask Road.: We were able 
to put about eight inches of surface gravel on the Lord Road 
from the corner to the top of the hill where the new work 
started in 1954. If this holds spring travel, it would be a 
benefit to the town totar this thill this coming summer and 
we are asking for an appropriation to cover this project. 
Brimstone Hill will need another sealing coat of tar this 
year. 


Benton Station Hill Sidewalk — — 


This still seemed to be a hheadache left from hurri- 
canes Carol and Edna. The lower end was still almost un- 
fit for foot travel. A number of loads of gravel washed to 
the foot of the hill were scraped up, the sidewalk was level- 
ed up and the remainder was put into a big hole on the play- 
ground in back of the Station school. This short piece of 
sidewalk was then Warrenited, with a deep header placed 
where the wash seemed to start from, and which we hope 
will help keep this from happening again. 


Blinker light at Benton Station — 
Your selectmen have taken care of the details of hav- 
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ing this light installed at the four corners, at the top of 
Benton Hill. The light went into operation on Feb. 28th. 


Snow Removal and Sanding — 


A contract for snow removal was again made with 
C. GC. Church. He had the misfortune of having both his 
trucks broken down at the time of our biggest snow storm 
of the winter. Our appology to those who had to wait for 
their roads to be opened. 

Over 600 yds. of sand and salt were put up last fall, 
and a new Sander was also purchased. Now both trucks 
can cover ground much faster and do a better job. 


Poor Relief — 


This account seems to have been our bigest problem 
of the year. In view of the fact that our actual cost for the 
year was under $2,000 it should have been simpler ; however, 
back bills kept coming in which took a great deal of time and 
investigation. Some of these bills dated back to 19538. All 
of the bills that were legitimate have been paid, but there are 
two hospital bills which we found did not belong to the tax 
payers of Benton, and these we felt we had no right to pay. 
We have put an Article in the Town Warrant covering these, 
to be voted on by the people. The original of these two 
hospital bills totaled $1,023.10 but just very recently we have 
received word through their attorney that they will settle 
for one-half this amount. 


Capital Reserve Fund — 


The $5,000 raised at our last Annual Meeting has been 
deposited to the credit of this Fund; also the State Aid road 
- construction money along with the $751.17 received from 
hurricane damage, making the total fund to date, $16,167.95. 


Taxes — 


Again this year the tax rate went up. This was 
caused mainly by the $5,000 raised for deposit in the Capital 
Reserve Fund. If the recommendations of the budget com- 
mittee are followed this year, there is a chance of a small 
decrease of around four mills. 


Bridges — 


This year one of the first things we had to do was to 
build a new bridge over Red brook on the Bog road. The 
same truck, later this fall, loaded with pulp wood, went 
through the Stream bridge, so-called, on this same road. 
This time we were ready, as we had both bridges posted. 
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The truck operator was insured and we hope to collect the 
greater part of replacement costs. 


Fire Ramp at Benton Proper — 


With the cooperation of the Trustees of the Metho- 
dist church we were able to make a Fire Ramp at the Proper. 
However, there is still more work to be done and we are 
carrying the unexpended balance forward. High water this 
spring should tell whether a retaining wall will be necessary. 


The Selectmen wish at this time to thank all who 
helped make 1955 a successful and prosperous year for the 
town of Benton. 

CHARLES KENT, JR. 
KELSEY ROBINSON 
WILSON SHORES 


Selectmen of Benton. 
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Following is a list of bills applicable to the previous years 
activities, all of which have been taken care of, with the ex- 


ception of the two marked thus* 
INCIDENTALS: 


Pauline Gwadosky $ 20.00 1954 Meeting 
C. Frank Stewart 20.00 1954 A.D.C. cases 
40.00 
HIGHWAYS & BUSHES: 
Warren Bros. Roads Co. 37.04 6-11/54 
SNOW REMOVAL & SANDING: 
Bailey Auto Parts 5.00 12/8/54 
Merlon Paul 78.40 1/29-2/7/55 
W.H. Shurtleff Co. 216.89 1/81/55 
Waterville Iron Works 6.50 2/1/55 
W.B. Arnold PNG wale 16 1/00 
319.35 
PooR RELIEF : 
Sisters Hospital 241.14 12/1/54 
Fitzpatrick Dairy 91.50 1/1/54-1/31/55 
Hassen Drug Store 40.66 1/4-2/11/55 


New Eng. Deaconess Hosp. 405.10 7/12 -31/54 
*New Eng. Deaconess Hosp. 608.10 8/54 
*Lahey Clinic 415.00 8/54 
Lawry Bros. Piso OmiL LAs be 
Dr. McQuillan 60.75 4/54-1/55 
Madigan Memorial Hosp. 58.00 9/53 
Dr. E. Gormley 17.00 9/58 
2,108.75 
STATE POOR: 
Dr. Drew 50.00 7/3/54 
A. D. Peters 47.06 12/7/54 
H. R. Alexander 47.62 1/12 - 21/55 
144.58 
OTHER TOWNS POOR: 
Peters Gas & Oil Co. 14.01 1/7-21/55 
Benton Corner Mkt. 69.97 12/31/54 - 2/11/55 
_H. R. Alexander 75.06 10/21 -12/4/54 
Aviation Oil Co. Wie.d2 = )11/6:-22/604 
172.96 


$2,822.68 
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VALUATION FOR THE YEAR 


Real Estate, Resident $337,725.00 
Real Estate, Non-Resident 226,350.00 
$564,075.00 
Personal Estate, Resident $ 77,214.00 
Personal Estate, Non-Resident 14,415.00 
91,629.00 
Grand Total Valuation $655,704.00 
Tax Rate, 92 mills 
Total Property tax $ 60,324.76 
368 Polls taxed @ $3.00 1,104.00 
Total Tax Committed $ 61,428.76 
Total Value of land $148,892.00 
Total Value of buildings 415,183.00 


TAXABLE LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


Horses and Ponies 39 $25.00 $ 975.00 
Colts, 2 to 3 yrs. 10 15.00 150.00 
Steers, Bulls, Beef Cattle 34 30.00 1,120.00 
Milk Cows 920 40.00 36,670.00 
Heifers (over 2 yr.) 186 30.00 5,575.00 ~ 
Heifers (18 mo. to 2 yr.) 185 25.00 4,590.00 
Sheep (over 35 in no.) 19 10.00 190.00 
Poultry (over 50 in no.) 1,490 .50 744.00 
Broilers 85,300 .05 4,265.00 
$54,279.00 


ALL OTHER TAXABLE PROPERTY 


Stock in Trade $ 4,675.00 
Portable Mills 2 200.00 
Gasoline Pumps & attach. 13 1,600.00 
Television Sets Tad 11,150.00 
Tractors (not excised) 74 6,850.00 
Machinery & Equipment 11,900.00 
Other Property 975.00 

$37,350.00 


Total Amount TAXABLE Personal Property $91,629.00 


OWN OF Gk N TON 15 
NON-TAXABLE LIVE STOCK AND POULTRY 


Cattle (under 18 mo.) 432, $15.00 $ 6,465.00 
Sheep (to 35 in no.) 35 10.00 350.00 
Goats (to 35 in no.) 21 10.00 210.00 
Swine (to 10 in no.) 15 10.00 140.00 
Poultry (to 50 in no.) 1,059 50 529.00 

$ 7,694.00 


INDUSTRIAL AND UTILITY PROPERTY WITH 
ASSESSED VALUE OF REAL ESTATE 


Light and Power Co. $188,320.00 
Paper Mill 60.00 
Road Company ; 13,800.00 


TAX EXEMPT PROPERTY 


Property of Veterans, Blind Persons and 
Others exempt from taxation by law $ 4,360.00 
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Appropriations 


As Voted at Annual Town Meeting, March 14, 1955 


Town Officers $ 2,600.00 
Memorial Day 50.00 
Care of Cemeteries 1,200.00 
Street Lights 1,250.00 
Incidental Expenses | 1,200.00 
Hydrant Rental & Fire Protection 3,250.00 
Public Health Nursing 125.00 
Maine Publicity Bureau ~ 50.00 
Dump Priviledge 175.00 
Cap. Res. Fund — School Bldg. Const. 5,000.00 
Schools 31,000.00 
School Repairs, Ins., Fire Escape 2,000.00 
Bridges 300.00 
State Aid Road Construction 1,066.00 
Town Highways & Bushes 3,000.00 © 
Brimstone Hill 500.00 
Tarring 500.00 
Aid to Dependent Children 2,300.00 
Poor Relief 4,000.00 
Moderator 10.00 
59,576.00 
County Tax 1,216.00 
Overlay in assessing 636.76 
$61,428.76 


Voted to pay costs of Snow Removal and Sanding, and In- 
terest, from the Excise Tax Receipts. 


Appropriations approved by 


DOROTHY HUNTER, Town Clerk 
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TOWN OFFICERS SALARIES 


Amount Appropriated $ 2,600.00 
Expenses: 
H. E. Lovejoy — Constable, 
Health and Truant Officer $ 94.00 
Harold Babb — Constable 2.00 
Alberta Bull — Ballot Clerk 7.00 
Elaine Snow — Ballot Clerk 7.00 
Flora Page — Ballot Clerk 7.00 
Philip Rush — Ballot Clery 7.00 
Angela Roundy — Ballot Clerk 7.00: 
Ethelyn Lord — Ballott Clerk 7.00 
Pearl Strickland — Ballot Clerk 7.00 
Harold Babb — Ballot Clerk 7.00 
Chester Basford — Coll., Treas. 1,648.24 
Dorothy Hunter — Clerk 200.00 
Charles Kent, Jr. — Selectman 500.00 
Kelsey Robinson — Selectman 300.00 
Wilson Shores — Selectman 300.00 
3,100.24 
Amount Overdrawn $ 500.24 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES 


Amount Appropriated $ 1,200.00 

Other receipts: 

Sale of History Books 2.00 

Bank Stock Tax — from State 179.69 

R. R. & Telephone Tax — from State 25.95 

Interest, costs, etc., on tax & liens 121.05 

Gain from Sale of tax acquired property 646.82 
Total available $ 2,175.51 

EHupenses: 

Pauline Gwadosky, stenog. $ 20.00 

Marks Printing House, supplies 62.60 

Fairfield Pub. Co., reports, etc. 404.73 

Federal Trust Co., supplies & services 22.80 

A. D. Peters, postal-supplies 64.37 

W. W. Berry Co., supplies 25.40 

Hutchins Bros., supplies 16.98 


Kennebec Registry of Deeds 100.60 
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Farrows Bookshop, supplies 3.90 
McFadden & Co., Coll. bond 35.00 
John J. Faas, notary fees 2.50 
Geo. Stevens, signs & desk repair 20.00 
State Dept. of Audit, ’54 accounts 192.12 
Maine Municipal Association, dues 40.00 
Depositors Trust Co., safety box 4.40 
W. E. Burgess, town hall insurance 10.83 
Herman Brown, insurance — Roy place 9.50 
Bradford Dow, photostatic copies 5.00 
Sherwin Colson, posting Warrants 2.00 
Branham Pub. Co., excise books 4.00 
R. W. Atkins, photostatic copy 1.00 
LaVerdiere Drug Store, clinic supplies 7.04 
Guertha Grant, postal supplies 9.16 
-M. Basford, bookkeeping & tax work 230.00 
Waterville Sentinel, advertising 18.00 
Charles Kent, Jr., toll calls 1E29 
Dorothy Hunter, clerk expenses 15.00 
D. B. Donnelly, town hall repairs 33.57 
Joseph Buzzell, town hall repairs 100.50 
Ray Brown, town hall repairs 90.00 
Fairfield Lumber Co., town hall repairs 66.64 
Central Me. Pr. Co., town hall 23.99 
Chester Basford, tax lien costs 59.00 
Vinal Alexander, expenses 8.00 

1,719:92 

Balance unexpended $. 455.59 

STREET LIGHTS 

Amount Appropriated $ 1,250.00 

Paid: Central Maine Power Co. 1,204.80 

Balance, unexpended $ 45.20 


HYDRANT RENTAL AND FIRE PROTECTION 


Amount Appropriated $ 3,250.00 
Expenses: 

Town of Fairfield $ 3,000.00 

Kennebec Water District 180.00 


$ 3,180.00 © 
Balance, unexpended $ 70.00 
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FIRE RAMP (BENTON PROPER) 


Brought forward, Feb. 1955 $ 500.00 
Expenses: 
Orlando Thompson $ 4.00 
Lee Brothers 50.35 
Charles Kent, Jr. 32.88 
87.23 
Balance, Carried ahead Si Abert y 


DUMP PRIVILEDGE 


Amount Appropriated $ 6175.00 
Eapenses: 
Ladd Brothers (bull-dozing) $ 43.00 
Town of Clinton (bull-dozing) 30.00 
Town of Clinton, yearly fee 150.00 
223.00 
Amount Overdrawn $ 48.00 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING: This Appropriation of 
$125 was paid to the State Dept. of Health & Welfare for 
services rendered. 


HIGHWAYS AND BUSHES 


Amount Appropriated $ 3,000.00 

Other receipts: 

Fox & Ginn Inc., refund 1.15 

David Richards share of opening pit 27.00 

Town owned equip. (Unimp. roads) 119.75 
Available $ 3,147.90 

Eupenses: 

Herman Brown, grader ins. | Ce fea 

Warren Brothers----.--— 152.80 

Merlon Paul 412.10 

Royal- Brown 2.00 


Benton Motor 9.04 
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P. F. Pillsbury 191.10 
J. E. McCormick & Son 96.67 
Frank Murray 18.00 
Kenneth Dudley 14.50 
Cc. C. Church 163.95 
David S. Bichards 160.81 
James Shores 38.79 
Wilson Shores 98.73 
Randolph Getchell 3.00 
Lee Brothers 180.12 
Merton Richards 17.00 
H. O. Pelley 201.60 
John J. Faas 4,15 
H. R. Alexander 18.95 
D. B. Donnelly a ba Bey ge: 
Ole Dixon 8.00 
Orlando Thompson 12.00 
Charles Kent, Jr. 206.14 
Arthur Brown 44,24 
Harold Brown 9.50 
Manley Dixon 117.00 
Gerald Spencer 156.01 
Clayton Alexander 78.01 
Aubert Richards 29.25 
Roger Wolcott 29.95 
Joseph Buzzell 34.25 
Douglass Shores 78.01 
Bancroft & Martin 50.75 
Bryant Kent 12.00 
Fox & Ginn, Inc. 1.15 
Robert Buzzell 29.05 
Leon Bessey 16.60 
Wilbur Richards 16.00 
George Goodblood 6.00 
Howard Bacon 41.40 
' Vinal Tarbell 100.60 
James Shibley 4.60 
Sherwin Colson 2.00 
Alfred Grenier 3.00 
Petrometal Industries BALD 
Robert Dudley 2.00 
Alton Gower 22.00 
Kelsey Robinson 22.00 
Leon P. Vincent 30.00 
Oscar F. Monk 12.34 
Guy Hunter 17.00 


Balance, unexpended 


$ 


$ 3,079.19* 


68.71 
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*Break down — 


Grader work & repair $ 676.18 
Labor & Trucks TOL 
Material & supplies 697.08 
Bushes 170.92 
airs Hd bot ws Ba 


REPAIR OF BRIDGES 


Amount Appropriated $ 300.00 
Expenses: 
Orlando Thompson $ 32.00 
Ole Dixon | 8.00 
Carroll Adams 16.00 
Charles Kent, Jr. 32.88 
George Stevens (signs) 8.00 
D. B. Donnelly 17.45 
C. N. Chalmers 28.10 
Howard Bacon 4.50 
Kelsey Robinson 20.00 
166.93 
Balance, unexpended Ce SRR es 


Note: None of the expense for replacement of the bridge on 
the Bog road, which was broken down, has been paid as 
yet. We are awaiting the outcome of adjustment from the 
insurance company. 


SNOW REMOVAL AND SANDING 


Transfer from Excise Tax receipts $ 6,315.68 

Received from State of Maine 2,371.85 

Received from Kennebec County 349.40 
Total available $ 9,036.93 

Expenses: 

Arthur LaMorte $) 335.55 

Glenwood Bickford 344.70 

Bert German 176.00 

Cc. C. Church 3,891.32 


Kenneth Dudley 288.80 
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P. B. Pillsbury 

Merlon Paul 

Edward Kent 

Trevison Knights 

Proctor & Bowie 

Branch Machine Shop 
Peters Gas and Oil Service 
D. B. Donnelly 
Farrar-Brown Co. 


Houghton-Arnold Mach. Co. 


State Highway Commission 
T. W. Dick Co. 
Harold W. Kimball Co. 
Wallace Moshier 
Harry Tibbetts 
Royal Brown 
Richard Wade 

Gene Gogan 

James Shores 
David Richards 
Clayton Alexander 
H. R. Alexander 
Wilson Shores 
Douglas Shores 
Robert Dudley 

Leon Bessey 

Alfred Grenier 
Charles Kent, Jr. 
Clyde Cilley 

Joseph Buzzell 
Maine Central R. R. 
Frank Murray 

W. H. Shurtleff Co. 
Herbert Johnson 
Harold Grenier 
Sherwin Colson 
Percy Smith 

State Highway Comm. 
Millard Littlefield 
Gerald Spencer 
Bailey Auto Parts 
Ray Dickey 

Harvey Walker 
Files & O’Keefe Co. 
Fox & Ginn, Inc. 
Gulf Oil Corp. 
Herman L. Brown 
Howard P. Fairfield 
Evarard Lessard 


TOWN 


Lindley Littlefield 
John Moshier 


* Break down — 


Sanding $ 3,257.88 
Snow removal 3,644.03 
Repairs, Supplies, ete. 1,116.36 
The New Sander 285.00 
Winter Maint. St. Highway 260.80 
Snow Fence 472.86 
$ 9,036.93* 


STATE AID CONSTRUCTION 


Amount of Appropriation 


OF BENTON 


19.00 
10.00 


Total expended 


Received from State of Maine 


Total deposited into the 
School Capital Reserve 


Fund 


23 


$ 9,036.93* 


$ 1,066.00 
2,269.50 


$ 3,335.50 


MAINTENANCE OF UNIMPROVED ROADS 


Received from State of Maine 

Hapenses: 

Leon Bessey $ 67.00 
Royal Brown 40.00 
Sherwin Colson 40.00 
Alfred Grenier 32.00 
David Richards 465.45 
Clayton Alexander 143.00 
Charles Kent, Sr. 24.00 
Donald Gogan 8.00 
Charles Kent, Jr. 117.82 
Merlon Paul 67.85 
Wilson Shores PBSeLZ 
James Shores 5.62 
Douglas Shores | 22.00 
Bancroft & Martin Roll. Mills. Co. 254.80 
Gerald Spencer 219.00 
C. C. Church 22.40 
Joseph Buzzell 29.25 
Arthur Brown 29.25 


$ 2,735.80 
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James Merrick 29.25 
Ladd Bros. 18.00 
Vinal Tarbell 58.80 
Town of Benton, Equip. 119.75 
Lee Bros. 


815 .30 


Amount overdrawn 
Breakdown — 
Labor & equip. $ 2,141.86 
Material 624.80 
$ 2,766.66* 


BRIMSTONE HILL 
Amount Appropriated 


Expenses: 

Harold Bessey $ 22.00 
Charles Kent, Jr. 10.96 
Merlon Paul 3.80 
State Highway Comm. 221.97 


Balance, unexpended 


GENERAL TARRING 


Amount Appropriated 
Paid State Highway Comm. 


Balance, unexpended 


TOWN POOR RELIEF 


Amount Appropriated 
Other receipts: 
Complete reimbursement of 4 cases 


Total available 


2,766.66* 
$ 30.86 
$ 500.00 
264.73 
$ 235.27 
$ 500.00 
491.00 
$ 9.00 
$ 4,000.00 

593.64 


$ 4,593.64 
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Expense of 7 cases: 


Helen Clark — account 


C. R. Hibbard $ 208.00 
A. D. Peters 450.00 
Peters Gas & Oil 58.97 
Central Maine Pr. Co. 26.88 
Fitzpatrick Dairy 65.14 
D. B. Donnelly 5.45 
$ 814.44 
Clyde Lord — account 
Benton Corner Mkt. $ 42.63 
H. R. Alexander 10.05 
52.68 
Ada Lord — account 
Dexter Drug Store $ 56.76 
Dr. McQuillan VE15 
Eleanor Quimby 340.80 
EKmery’s 3.17 
418.48 
Old Age Assist. — account 
Hassen Drug Store Siu2b2.22 
Dr. Anthony Betts 15.00 
267.22 
Marjorie Gilly — account 
City of Waterville 51.60 


Veteran — account 


Adolph Vielleux $ 28.00 
Des & Genes Mkt. 10.83 


Town of Fairfield 81.20 
120.03 
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Charles Pomeroy — account 


P. Grenier $ 10.00 
City of Waterville 38.15 


A8.15 


Actual cost of town poor this year $ 1,772.60 


Other charges: 


Express on Surplus foods $ 1.45 
New Eng. Deaconess Hosp. 

(bill from 1954) 405.10* 
Expended on 4 cases which have 

been completely reimbursed 593.64 


ACCOUNT PAYABLE set up in 
anticipation of settlement of the 
2 Elwin Strickland hospital bills 


of 1954 — 561.55* 
Total charges on this account va pend! 
Balance, unexpended $ 1,259.30 


*Note — The two items marked thus* make, up the three 
hospital bills for which the extra $1,000 was raised this 
year. 


STATE POOR 
Expenses on 3 cases: 
Arthur LaMorte account (’54 bill) $ 47.06 
A.D.C. account LLUT02: 
Willard Marston account 289.39 
Total expended $ 453.47 


Repaid in full. 


OTHER TOWNS POOR 
Expenses on 3 cases: 


Eloise Palmer — Oakland $ 42.00 
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Philip Small — Burnham (’54 bills) 88.98 
Phyllis Johnson — no settlement 41.64 
Total expended $i ZG 2 

Accounts repaid 130.98 

Balance — a loss 41.64 


AID TO DEPENDENT CHILDREN 


Amount of Appropriation $ 2,300.00 

Paid to State Dept. of Health & Welfare 
(on 13 cages) 2,234.88 
Balance, unexpended $ 65.12 


TEACHERS WITHHOLDING TAXES 


Brought forward, Feb. 1955 $ 176.40 
With-held from Teachers Salaries 1,642.00 
1,818.40 

Paid: Director of Internal Revenue 1,596.10 
Balance Carried, Feb. 1956 Seco etoU 


MODERATOR: this Appropriation of $10 was paid to 
Charles Kent, Jr., for his services at the 1955 Annual 
Meeting. 


MEIMORIAL DAY: this Appropriation of $50 was paid to 
the Lawrence High School Band and the Fairfield Ameri- 
can Legion, $25 each. 


MAINE PUBLICITY BUREAU: this Appropriation of 
$50 was paid to the Maine Publicity Bureau. 


SCHOOL CAPITAL RESERVE: this Appropriation of 
$5,000 was deposited into the School Capital Reserve 
Fund. 
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TEMPORARY LOANS in the amount of $20,000 were hired 
from the Federal Trust Co. and repaid in full. Interest in 
the amount of $352.08 was paid and charged against the 
Excise Tax receipts, as voted. 


COUNTY TAX: this Appropriation of $1,216 was paid 
to Chester Fowles, Treasurer of Kennebec County. 


ANALYSIS OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE 
Total Accounts Receivable, Feb. 1955: 


1952 Other Towns poor $ 51.00 
1953 Other Towns Poor 123.14 
1954 Other Towns Poor 76.21 
1954 State Poor 157.07 
$ 407.42 
Payments received on above: 
From City of Oldtown Aoi eps ae 
From State of Maine 205.64 
328.78 
Balance, uncollectable — 
Written off against Surplus $ 78.64 


Accounts Receivable, Feb. 20, 1956 None. 


ANALYSIS OF STATE AID ANTICIPATION 


Balance receivable, Feb. 1955 $11,471.66 
Decreased by amount of State Aid 

Anticipation receipts during 1955 3,335.50 | 
Balance Receivable, Feb. 20, 1955 $ 8,136.16* 


*Note: This amount is designated for transfer to the Capi- 
tal Reserve Fund for School Building Construction, as fast 
as it accumulates; by vote of the Town Meeting, March 
1954. 


ANALYSIS OF SCHOOL CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 


Amount of Fund, Feb. 1955 
(including U. S. Bond transf’d) $ 6,892.44 
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Increased by: 


Deposit of State Aid Anticipation receipts $ 3,335.50 
Deposit of Hurricane Damage receipts 751.17* 
Deposit of Capital Fund Appropriation 5,000.00* 
Interest accrued 188.84 
Amount of Fund, Feb. 1956 $16,167.95 


*As voted under Article 27 of last Town Meeting, 1955. 


ANALYSIS OF UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 
Unappropriated Surplus, February 1955 ee ie 4 Oe 


Decreased by total of various bills 
presented for payment in current year 
which were applicable to the activi- 
ties of 1953 and 1954 $ 589.30 


| Decrease by the amount of Accounts 


Receivable which were uncollect- 
able and written off 78.64 


Decreased by purchase of the addition 
to the Brown Cemetery as authorized 200.00 


867.94 
® 2o217 
Increased by settlement for certain 
poor relief given in 1953 S$) 3382.30 
Increased by the NET GAIN from 
operating expenses during the cur- 
rent year, as found on the Gain 
and/or Loss Sheet $ 4,406.00 


4,738.35 


UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS 
February 20, 1956 $ 4,990.52 
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Comparative Balance Sheet 


Year Ending February 20, 1956 


Liabilities 


Cash on Hand, in Treasury 
Uncollecter Tax, 1955 
Uncollected Tax, 1954-53 
Tax Liens, 1954 
Tax Liens, 1953-52 
Accounts Receivable 
Deferred Charge: 

State Aid Anticipation 
School Cap. Res. Fund — Reserve 
Cemetery Trust Funds — Reserve 
Equipment 
Fixed Assets 
Accounts Payable 
School Balance (carried) 
Teachers With-holding Taxes 
Fire Ramp Balance (carried) 
1956 Tax Prepaid 
Appropriated Surplus 
Unappropriated Surplus 


Assets 

$10,271.32 
1,693.89 
17.88 
179.25 
42.60: . 
None 
8,136.16 

16,167.95 16,167.95 

6,993.59 6,993.59 

8,000.00 8,000.00 

22,800.00 22,800.00 

561.55 

6,005.00 

222.30 

ATA 77, 

12.80 

8,136.16 

4,990.52. 


$74,302.64 $74,302.64 
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Report of Benton 
School Building Survey Committee 


To the citizens of the Town of Benton: 


The Benton School Building Survey Committee Se its 
report pursuant to action taken at the Benton annual town 
meeting March 14, 1955. The vote taken on continuing the 
school building committee reads: “It-was voted that the pres- 
ent School Survey Committee be continued for one more 
year and that they be instructed to hire an architect to pre- 
pare a set of plans for an eight room building and utility 
room; the plans so prepared that the building can be con- 
structed in two stages, one unit being for four classrooms 
and utility room, the second for the remainder of the build- 
ing. Any expense under this motion to be paid from the 
Capital Reserve Fund for School Building Construction and 
the committee to submit the plan for town action along with 
contractor’s estimate of cost at the next annual meeting’’. 

The committee consisting of Mr. Edgar Wyman, Chair- 
man, Mr. Merle Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Helen Mosher, Mr. Stephen 
Beauregard, Mr. Cecil Strickland, Mr. Brainard Caverly, 
Mr. Ivan Roy, Mrs. Ethel Gibbs and Mr. Henry Martin, dis- 
cussed the mission assigned, and proceeded to make plans 
for having architects and builders appear before the group, 
furnishing information and figures to be acted upon at a 
later date by the committee. 


Tiwo architectural firms and one private builder accepted 
invitations to meet with the committee at various times dur- 
ing the summer months and many styles and types of school 
buildings were displayed by drawings, photographs and pro- 
jection machine. At the conclusion of these exhibits several 
items appeared to be quite outstanding when considering the 
construction and cost of any type of school building. 

1. That no architect or architectural firm could give a final 
plan or a final estimaite of cost until the site for the building 
was decided upon. 
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. 2. That the cost of construction was steadily increasing 
and that quotations given at any time would be incorrect 
afterthe lapse of any considerable length of time. 


3. That the cost of construction for any given school build- 
ing on any given site would vary with the time of year in 
which the contract was let and again in proportion to the 
amount of work available at that time to the contractor in 
question. 


4. That building a building in two installments would cost 
approximately an additional one third of the cost of the 
second construction job. 


5. That fees for architects would vary from 5% to 10% 
of the total contract price. 


It is noted that the Town of Benton School District Act, 
passed at the last session of the legislature at the request of 
the March 1955 annual town meeting, was presented to the 
Town of Benton and disapproved thereby negating the 
possibility of the Act becoming a law. However, the School 
Building Survey Committee has taken the necessary action 
to procure plans from the several architects and builders 
who appeared before the committee and the same are includ- 
ed herewith together with either the cost estimates or the 
cost of construction at the time the building shown in the 
illustration was actually built. 
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PLAN — B 


PUAN = Be 4 
This building is on concrete slab, wood frame, wood roof, asphalt tile floor. 
The base bid on this building December 1955, with 6 Classtooms was $70,700. 
With 6 Classrooms and All Purpose Room $77,818. y 


* shade 


PLAN — GC 
Building built in 1954, Contract price 4 Classrooms and Multi- Purpose Room $76,744. 
Estimated present cost of 4 Classrooms and Multi-Purpose Room $ 85,000. 
. Lad Estimated present cost of 8 Classrooms and Multi- -Purpose Room $125,000. 
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At the present time the total borrowing power of the town 
of Benton is approximately $47,000 or 714% of the last Town 
valuation and the only source for borrowing more than this 
amount is the Maine School Building Authority which could 
build for the Town of Benton a building costing $120,000, 
which is 714% of the 1954 State Valuation. The interest on 
funds obtained from the Maine School Building Authority 
would be 3% or less. Chapter 101; Constitution, Article IX, 
Section 15, amended, reads: — ‘Long term rental agree- 
ments not exceeding forty years under contracts with the 
Maine School Building Authority shall not be debts or lia- 
bilities within the provisions of this section.’ 

The School Building Survey Committee also notes that 
any school building built for a town must first be approved 
by the superintending school committee, followed by the ap- 
proval of the State Department of Education and the State 
Department of Health and Welfare. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The School Building Survey Committee at this time recom- 
mends the purchase of a suitable school building lot of ap- 
proximately ten acres at the earliest practicable time. The 
town will then be able to take whatever action it may desire, 
relative to building. 

Mr. Edgar Wyman, Chairman 
Mr. Stephen Beauregard 

Mr. Brainard Caverly 

Mr. Merle Fitzpatrick 

Mrs. Ethel Gibbs 

Mr. Henry Martin 

Mrs. Helen Mosher 

Mr. Ivan Roy 

Mr. Cecil Strickland 
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Comparative Balance Sheet 


Year Ending February 21, 1955 


Cash on Hand, in Treasury 

Uncollected Tax, 1954 

Uncollected Tax, 1953-51-50 

Tax Liens, 1947 thru 1953 

Accounts Receivable 

Deferred Charge: 

State Aid Anticipation 

School Cap. Res. Fund — Reserve 
(includes Bond) 

Cemetery Trust Funds — Reserve 

Equipment 

Fixed Assets 

Schools (bal. carried) 

Teachers With-holding Taxes 

Fire Ramp (approp. carried) 

1955 Tax prepaid 

-Appropriated Surplus 

Unappropriated Surplus 


Assets Liabilities 


$ 1,614.97 
2,143.63 
24.33 
386.74 
407.42 


11,471.66 
6,892.44 $ 6,892.44 


SA Re hr Ses ya eres 
8,000.00 8,000.00 
22,800.00 22,800.00 
2,777.08 

176.40 

500.00 

3.00 

11,471.66 

1,120.11 


$59,512.95 $59,512.95 
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Report of Cemetery Committee 


Work on the cemeteries for the season of 1955 consisted 
mainly of cleaning in the spring and keeping the grass mow- 
ed. Rocks which were a hinderance in mowing were re- 
moved from the Reed cemetery. 20 yds. of gravel was hauled 
for the roadways in Ames cemetery. The mowing was taken 
care of for the season by Mr. Robert Buzzell. 


It is a problem to keep the grass under control, especially 
in a wet season, with the funds which we have to work with. 
Therefore, if we continue to keep all lots mowed throughout 
the season we hope more lot owners wil] place their lots in 
perpetual care. 


The extension to the Falls cemetery has been leveled and 
graded and is ready for seeding in the spring. 176 yds. of 
loam and 72 yds. of gravel were hauled to complete this pro- 
ject. : 


Respectfully submitted 


HELEN ALEXANDER, Chairman. 
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CARE OF CEMETERIES 


Amount of Appropriation $ 1,200.00 
Interest drawn from Smiley Fund 38.24 


Total available $ 1,238.24 


Kapenses: 
W.S. Pillsbury & Son 4,14 
Chester Starbird 26.50 
Robert Buzzell 411.40 
Charles Emery 38.50 
John Kames, Jr. 10.00 
GCG. C. Church 263.00 
Walter Gogan 13.50 
Gene Gogan 13.50 
Randolph Getchell 7.50 
Harry Gogan 6.00 
Richard Wade 6.00 
Carleton French 6.00 
Percy Bull 13.50 
Frank Murray 18.70 
William Gogan 13.50 
Provost Monument Works 6.00 
James F. Pollard 3.00 
Parker Pillsbury 60.00 
Helen Alexander 7.40 
Clarence Ricker, Jr. 20.20 
Clarence Ricker, Sr. 61.25 
Clarence Young 21 
Harvey Walker 66.00 
Gerald Spencer 32.00 
Leon Vincent 55.00 
D. B. Donnelly 45.00 
Gerald Gagnon 4.50 
Total expended $ 1,238.24 


BROWN CEMETERY ADDITION: was purchased from 
Mr. Vinal Tarbell for $200 and charged against the Unap- 
propriated Surplus (as authorized) . 
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Cemetery Trust Funds 


Rowe, Willliam E. 
Robinson, Hiram 

Ames Lot 

Bailey, William 

Brown, George 

Brown, Harriet 

Crowell, Elizabeth 

Dodge, H. W. & G. W. Plaisted 
Foss, Cyrus 

Fowler, John D. 

Hanscom, Mrs. David 
Kreger, Jennie Flood 
Moore, Augustus 

Piper, Clark 

Flagg & Lunt Lots 

Reed Lot, Isaac 

Reed, David 

Richardson, Lydia Heal & Dean 
Spencer, Charles & Alberta 
Holt, Sprague 

Gray, Sumner 

Tarbell, G. F. 

Skillin, Annie C. 

Hosford, John 

Crosby, Charles F. 

Seavey, Charles 

Richardson, A. H. 

Paul, Roswell N. 

Flagg, Stillman 

Denico Lots, Bert & Annie 
Joseph Wort Lot 

William Paul Lot 

Fred Sawyer Lot 

Timothy Spencer Lot 

Henry M. & Abigale Piper Lot 
John & Elizabeth Reed Lot 
James P. Pollard Lot 
Abraham & Amos Mason Lot 
George A. Shorey Lot 


New Funpbs 


Joseph & Erastus Piper Lot 
Jacob & Laura Brown Lot 
Swett-Knowlton Lot 
Charles & Oscar Piper Lot 
Ernest G. Richards Lot 


New Funds 1955 
Interest Earned during 1955 


Original 
Fund 
$ 200.00 
50.00 
50.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00: 
200.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
200.00 
100.00 
150.00 
200.00: 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
200.00 
200.00 
100.00 
150.00 
200.00 
100.00 
200.00 
200.00 
200.00 
200.00 
100.00 
150.00 
100.00 
100.00 
200.00 
200.00 
300.00 
100.00 
100.00 
100.00: 


200.00 
200.00 
300.00 
200.00 
200.00 


Principal 
Feb. 20,'55 
$ 250.33 
61.98 
51.66 
102.14 
104.17 
110.05 
219.72 
108.41 
104.51 
106.47 
108.07 
222.90 
102.03 
154.31 
208.68 
106.76 
117.20 
102.03 
102.03 
214.67 
214.10 
102.71 
153.86 
222029 
104.10 
250.03 
214.54 
220.44 
220.44 
109.27 
160.39 
103.21 
109.05 
211.42 
208.24 
41505 
104.14 
10235 


101.50 ° 


Z20Lios 
202.00 
302.00 
201.33 
200.00 


$6,993.59 


$1,100.00 
$ 121.83 
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School Department Report 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


Mrs. Everett Hunter, Chairman, term expires March 1956 
Mr. Glenn Fitzpatrick, term expires March 1957 
Mr. Trevison Knights, term expires March 1958 


SCHOOL PHYSICIAN 
Dr. Russell Bridges, term expires March 1956 


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OFFICER 
Mr. Samuel Hunter 


SCHOOL CALENDAR 

Fall term began September 6, 1955, closed December 16, 
1955. 

Winter term, first half, began January 3, 1956, closed 
February 17, 1956. 

Winter term, second half, began February 27, 1956, closes 
April 13, 1956. 

Spring term begins April 23, 1956, closes June 15, 1956. 


REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 


To the Superintending School Committee and Citizens of 
Benton: 


The report of the Superintendent of Schools is herewith 
submitted : | 


During the previous year a Reading Institute for teachers 
provided a considerable amount of interest and assistance 
to instructors of this subject. In November of the present 
school year an Ariithmetic Workshop was conducted by 
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State Supervisors for Elementary Education to give teach- 
ers of this subject the most recent information on the best 
methods for teaching arithmetic. 


Two new teachers were engaged as follows, Mr. Ernest 
Leighton as Principal and teacher of seventh and eighth 
grade subjects at Benton Station; Mrs. Flora Page as teach- 
er of grades one to five at East Benton. Both are doing ex- 
cellent work and increase the efficiency of our teaching staff. 


The schools are well supplied with textbooks and materi- 
als and some additional reference works have been added. 


A spirit duplicating machine has been supplied for the 
teachers at Benton Station and new desks and chairs provid- 
ed at Benton Proper and in the First Grade room at the 
Station. A school lunch was set up for the Falls school by 
cooking extra food at the station and transporting it in insu- 
lated containers by Taxi. This is an interim expedient but 
appears to be fairly satisfactory. 


The School Building Survey Committee has given loyal 
and cheerful service in carrying out the mission assigned 
at the 1955 Town Meeting. Their report appears on the 
preceding pages. 


The method of computing the General Purpose Aid for 
towns was revised at the last session of the Maine Legisla- 
ture and is now computed by dividing the last state valuation 
by the average pupil enrollment for the preceding two years; 
thus determining the state valuation per resident pupil. A 
table in Sec. 237 of the State School Law gives the class and 
percentage. Benton under this new law now falls in class 
seven which gives the town a subsidy of 50% ‘of the educa- 
tional operating expenditures for the previous year. 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT TABLE 


School Grades al Pq ers yay wes Des “GOveey, 8 Total 


Benton Station 1716.21 022, 19° 20 Liste 


Benton Proper gal hs peepee te. 32 
Benton Falls 67°25 29 
East Benton fi 3 1 9 B 23 


Totals 29 32 28 39 22 26 34 31 241 


| 
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BENTON TEACHERS 


Name Training Grade & School 
Flora Page Fitchburg Normal School 1-5 East Benton 
Doris Kent Farmington Normal School 1-4 Proper 
Edith Mitchell Farmington Normal School 5-7 Falls 
Ernest A. Leighton Western State Normal School 7-8 Station 
Iva Murray Farmington Normal School 5-6 Station 
Carmen Erskine Aroostook Teachers College 3-4 Station 
Victoria Goodwin Washington State Normal School 1-2 Station 


BENTON TUITION PUPILS AT LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL 
(1954 - 55 Tuition Rate $246.19) 
February 1955 — June 1955 


GRADE NINE 
Name No. Wks. Att. "Tuition 
Cynthia Bickford 18 $123.10 
Edward Bowen 18 123500 
David Cairnie 18 123.10 
Robert Day 18 123.10 
Allan Fish 18 123.10 
~ Donald Foster 18 123.10 
Sheila Fowler 18 123810 
Wayne Getchell 18 123.10 
Frank Kent 18 123.10 
Roberta Larracey 18 IW wal) 
Richard McPhail 18 123.10 
Leta Quimby 18 1Ssi0 
Judith Rollins 18 123.10 
Josie Sitnik 18 125000 
Vincent Thibodeau 18 123.10 
Garry Nuite 18 123.10 
Kathleen Holloway 10 68.37 
GRADE TEN 
Name No. Wks. Att. Tuition 
Leslie Bugbee 18 $123.10 
Betty Dixon 18 lS eL0 
Geraldine Duplessis 11 (hives 


Karleen Fernald 18 128: 10 
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Diana Gagnon 18 123.10 
Jane Goodwin 18 123.10 
Hazel Haney 16 109.41 
Michael Moody 8 123.10 
Allan Strickland 18 125000 
Judith Hunter 18 123410 
Ronald King 18 123.10 
Beverly Weeks 18 123.10 
GRADE ELEVEN 

Name No. Wks. Att. Tuition 
William Bowen 18 $123.10 
Zalisco Carter 13 88.90 
Carolyn Colson 18 L250 
Janet Crosby 18 123.10 
Hartley Fernald 18 123.10 
Dana Fortiier 18 123.10 
Randolph Getchell 18 123.10 
Gene Gogan 18 123.10 
Jacqueline Hawes 18 123.10 
Anthony Larracey 18 128340 
Kathleen Martin 18 12080 
David Mosher 18 123.10 
Winnifred Mosher 18 128: 10 
Raymond Poulin 18 123310 
Marilyn Rollins 18 123.10 
Elaine Roundy 18 123210 
Theresa Roy 18 128110 
Patricia Tarbell 18 123.10 
Lois Thompson 18 123.10 
Susan Taylor 18 122:10 
Regena Wade 18 123.10 
Clyde Webber 18 123.10 
Phyllis Libbey 18 123.10 

GRADE TWELVE 

Name No. Wks. Att. Tuition i 
Louise Bickford 18 $123.10 
Evelyn Buzzell 18 123.10 J 
Frederick Fish 18 123.10 ; 
Gwendolyn Foster 18 12S cL0 | 
Charles Goodwin 18 123.10 ? 
Joan Hunter 18 123.10 ‘ 
Nancy Hunter 18 123.10 
Mary King 18 123310 ; 
Kenneth Littlefield 18 123.10 | 
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William Moen 18 1238.10 
Mary Tejedor 18 123;10 
Fred Thompson 18 123.10 
Roberta Wood 18 123.10 
Florence Buker 18 123710 


(1955 - 56 Tuition Rate $258.32) 
September 1955 — February 1956 


GRADE NINE 
Name No. Wks. Att. Tuition 
Albert Bellows 18 $129.16 
Beverly Bellows 18 129.16 
Ruth A. Bowen ~ 18 129.16 
Bernard Boucher 18 129.16 
Joseph Boucher 18 129.16 
Carol Carey 18 129.16 
Francis Caverly 18 129.16 
Patricia Chase 18 129.16 
Helen Collins 18 129.16 
Lila A. Crosby 18 129.16 
Alphonse Dixon 8 57.40 
Joseph Duplessis 18 129.16 
Larry W. Fortier 18 129.16 
Walter Gogan 18 129.16 
Patricia Hunter 18 129.16 
Carroll L. Linnell 18 129.16 
Elmer D. Littlefield 18 129.16 
_ Joan E. Lovejoy 18 129.16 
John McCutcheon 18 129.16 
Sherwin F. McPhail 18 129.16 
Judith A. Martin 18 129.16 
Jean T. Reilley 18 129.16 
Lorraine Richards 18 129.16 
Horace B. Robinson 18 129.16 
Robert Roy 18 129.16 
Joyce EK. Sitnik 18 129.16 
Sandra Spaulding 18 129.16 
Archie C. Thompson 18 129.16 
Juanita H. Wade 18 129.16 
Carmalita A. Wood 18 129.16 
Shirley Wentworth 15 107.63 
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Name 
Cynthia Bickford 
Edward P. Bowen 
David R. Cairnie 
Allan Fish 
Donald L. Foster 
Sheila A. Fowler 
Wayne F. Getchell 
Audrey M. Goodwin 
Frank H. Kent. 
Roberta Larracey 
Richard McPhail 
Leta B. Quimby 
Judith A. Rollins 
Josie D. Sitnik 
Vincent Thibodeau 


Name 
Stacy Blethen 
Leslie U. Bugibee 
Betty A. Dixon 
Karleen Fernald 
Diana J. Gagnon 
Jane L. Goodwin 
Hazel Haney 
Judith Hunter 
Ronald King 
Michael R. Moody 
Allen Strickland 
Beverly J. Weeks 


Name 
William L. Bowen 
Carolyn Colson 
Janet Crosby 
Hartley E. Fernald 
Dana R. Fortier 
Randolph Getchell 
Gene A. Gogan 
Jacqueline Hawes 
Anthony Larracey 
Phyllis Libby 


GRADE TEN 
No. Wks. Att. 


GRADE TWELVE 


No. Wks. Att. 


Tuition 


$129.16 


129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
57.40 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 


Tuition 


$129.16 


129.16 

57.40 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 

78.93 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 


Tuition 


$129.16 


129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 

12.92 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
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Kathleen J. Martin 
David A. Mosher 
Winnifred Mosher 
Raymond Poulin 
Marilyn Rollins 
Elaine L. Roundy 
Theresa N. Roy 
Priscilla Tarbell 
Susan A. Taylor 
Regena I. Wade 
Clyde M. Webber 
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129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
129.16 
PLZORO 
129.16 


TUITION PAID OTHER SCHOOLS OR TOWNS 


Amt. 
Name Paid 
Lynwood Campbell $274.47 
Mary Day 274.47 
Marcia Gifford 274.47 
Nancy Gifford 106.67 
Richard Stewart 198.60 
Jack Rush 277.03 


SUMMARY OF SCHOOL COSTS 


Resources: 


Balance from 1954 - 1955 


Appropriation 1955 
State Subsidy for 1955 
State Ward 

Other Sources 


Total Resources 


1954 - 55 
Tuition 
Rate 


$274.60 
274.60 
274.60 


195.53 
270.02 


Less: Expenditures for 1955 - 56 


Balance Forwarded 


Expenditures: 


School Officers 

School Physician 
Teachers Salaries 
Fuel 

Janitors and Cleaning 
Conveyance 


1955 - 56 
Tuition 
Rate 


$287.20 
287.20 
287.20 
287.20 
203.86 
287.20 


$ 2,777.58 
31,000.00 
23,270.00 
428.15 
6.40 


$ 1,187.50 
50.00 
17,252.73 
876,46 
1,276.53 
7,870.00 


School 


Coburn 
Coburn 
Coburn 
Coburn 
Clinton 
Waterville 


1955 - 1956 


$57,482.13 
51,477.13 


$ 6,005.00 
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Books and Supplies 1,794.50 
Tuition 19,755.94 
Lights and Water 480.66 
Maintenance 308.81 
Replaced Equipment 624.00 
Total $51,477.13 


REPAIRS AND INSURANCE 


Available: 
Appropriation 1955 $ 2,000.00 


Expenses: 


Insurance $ 578.27 
Repairs L41233 


Total 1,990.40 
Unexpended balance $ 9.60 
Expenditures other than School Officials, School Physician, 


Teachers Salaries, Janitors Salaries and Conveyance for 
1955 - 56: 


H. R. Alexander “OB AeEO 
American Book Co. 239.85 
W. B. Arnold Co. 2.50 
Beckley-Cardy Co. 31.85 
William E. Burgess 508.69 
Herman L. Brown 53.58 
M. F. Bragdon Paint Co. 17.17 
Robert Buzzell 10.00 
Central Maine Power Co. 427.71 
Coburn Classical Institute 1,225.49 
John Cyr 9.25 - 
Zalisco Carter 4.00 
The Carter Milling Co. 90 
Cascade Paper Co. 247.14 
Arthur A. Curtis 54.67 
Clinton School Department 198.60 
Creative Products, Inc. 6.33 
Carrie Day 9.53 
D. B. Donnelly LTB BT 
A. M. Drummond & Co. 16.00 
D. M. Drew Co. 11.13 
Denoyer-Geppart Co. 14.30 
Department of Labor & Industry 2.00 


| 
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Department of Health & Welfare 11.70 
Glenn Fitzpatrick 7.00 
C. H. Flagg 65.86 
Field Enterprises, Inc. 61.00 
Willard J. Ford Boies 
Fairfield Lumber Co. 12.50 
Town of Fairfield 18,054.82 
Alice Fuller 1.90 
Flo’s Greenhouses 4.00 
Gene Gogan 1.00 
Paul Getchell 3.00 
Ginn & Company 144.96 
David Germon 13.20 
Maxine Holloway 16.50 
Houghton gLifflin Co. 5.04 
Carroll D. Hamlin 2.00 
Clifton M. Hamm 1.85 | 
D. C. Heath & Co. 5.20 
J. L. Hammett Co. 22.04 
Kennebec Water District 37.50 
Kinney Duplicator Co., Inc. Siale 
Lawry Bros. 17.94 
Lowe Brothers 18.42 
Melvin Lane 14.00 
Lloyd L. Ladd 42.00 
Loring, Short & Harmon 86.28 
Milton Bradley Ceo. O24 
- Montgomery Ward Co. 3.75 
David Mosher 22.40 
Richard Mosher 27.20 
Masury-Young Co. 59.05 
McCormick-Mathers Publishing Co. 4.60 
James Millward, Jr. 2.10 
Neal Drug Store 45 
Peters Gas & Oil Service 28.69 
Leo J. Poulin 36.05 
Rollins-Dunham Co. 127.20 
Aubert Richards 20.00 
Ivan Richards 15.00 
Rochester Germicide Co. 38.80 
Suttie’s Electrical Service 2,45 
Scott, Foresman & Co. 236.02 
E. C. Seale & Co. 76.12 
W. S. Simpson 199.27 
Gerald E. Spencer | 351.00 
Spring Brook Ice & Fuel Co. 281.85 
Mylon Strickland ; 4.00 
Silver Burdett Co. 391.91 
Thomas Teague 3.00 


Hazel Thompson . 12.00 
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Treasurer of State of Maine 
Twombly Associates, Inc. 

L. N. Violette Co., Inc. 
Arthur J. Vigue 

City of Waterville 

The John C. Winston Co. 
Noyes Wentworth 

Clyde Webber 

Webster Publishing Co. 
Waterville Hardware & Plumbing Supply Co. 
Thomas E. Young 


Respectfully submitted 


CLIFTON M. HAMM, 


5.77 
1,050.00 
307.02 
14.00 
277.03 
160.60 
7.50 
2.00 
14.18 
36.39 
2.20 


Superintendent of Schools. 
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Public Health Nursing 


The crucial importance of the early years of childhood in 
the formation of good health habits, and wholesome and 
happy personalities is beyond question. Preserving and pro- 
moting good health through available health programs 
should be the aim of every community. 


Through maintenance and continuity of infant and pre- 
school health supervision more children will enter school 
protected against preventable diseases, with good health 
habits established, and remediable defects corrected. This 
service was offered through your local Child Health Con- 
ferences, where those found to be in need of medical care 
were referred to their family physician. A series of three 
conferences were held with a total attendance of 35, all of 
whom received physical examinations. Immunizations were 
completed as follows: Diphtheria 10, Whooping cough 10, 
Tetanus 10, and Smallpox vaccinations 1. These conferences 
are made available through the combined efforts of your 
community and state. It is hoped that when this service is 
offered next year that more people will realize the value and 
take advantage of this opportunity. 


During the month of September audiometer testing was 
done in all the schools. Difficulty in hearing and vision are 
serious handicaps to students as such defects often prevent 
the student from performing to the best of his, or her a- 
bility. All those who appear to be having difficulty should 
have further examinations by a physician and corrective 
measures taken. 


This year the program of school physicals was started in 
the schools. These examinations were offered to grades one, 
four, eight, and all students participating in school athletics. 
The health examination is planned and carried out to furnish 
a worthwhile educational experience for the child, as well as 
to discover health needs. Continued medical supervision 
through the formative years is most important. A total of 
71 examinations were given by Dr. Russell Bridges, school 
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physician, and those found to need medical care were re- 
ferred to their family physician. 

Home visiting has been continued on a Health Supervision 
basis to all age groups. 

Services of the Crippled Childrens, Cardiac, and Pediatric 
Clinics have been made available to infants and children in 
your community. 

Your Public Health Nurse has a district of 7 towns. For 
this reason three or four days in each town per month is all 
that can be planned. The efficiency of the time spent and 
work accomplished in these few days depends greatly on 
your cooperation, and suggestions for her time that is avail- 
able to you. This, of course, can best be done through an 
organized group interested in health activities. 

Plans for your town in 1956 will include a series of three 
Child Health Conferences, School physicals, and an immuni- 
zation clinic. 

Your Public Health Nurse wishes to take this opportunity 
to thank all members of the community who gave so gen- 
erously of their time in helping with the various programs 
during 1955. 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARY MORTON. 
Public Health Nurse 


ay Puh 
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Auditor’s Report 


STATE OF MAINE 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDIT 


AUGUSTA, MAINE 


April 26, 1955 


Board of Selectmen 
Benton, 
Maine 


Gentlemen: 


In accordance with Chapter 91, Section 142 of the Revised Statutes of 
1954, an audit has been conducted of the financial records of the Town of 
Benton for the fiscal year ended February 20, 1955. 


. The examination was in the form of a limited general audit as recommend- 
ed by the National Committee on Governmental Accounting and was conducted 
by Auditor M. E. Libby of the State Department of Audit. Audit analysis was 
on a basis consistent with that of the preceding year, and included all procedures 
which were considered necessary. 


Insofar as could be ascertained within the scope of the examination, the 
financial transactions of the town appear to have been appropriately handled, 
with such exceptions as may be noted in the accompanying comments. 

The financial and statistical sections, incorporated in this report, present 
the result of the town’s financial operations for the period designated. A recom- 
mendation is also offered which is believed worthy of consideration. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Very truly yours, 


FrED M. BERRY, State Auditor 
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COMMENTS 


TOWN OF BENTON 


FEBRUARY 21, 1954 TO FEBRUARY 20, 1955 


An audit of the financial records of the Town of Benton has been com- 
pleted for the municipal year ended February 20, 1955. The audit included 
an examination of certain financial records which were maintained by the town 
officers. The examination consisted of a review of cash transactions as well as 
an analysis of available funds and expenditures and the results are incorporated 
in the following text, exhibits and schedules pertaining to the fiscal affairs of 
the town. 


The fiscal year’s operations showed that available funds exceeded expendi- 
tures by $4,388.50, per the following summary: 


Departmental Operations: 


Unexpended Balances $ 5,561.99 
Overdrafts 1,173.49 
Net Unexpended Balances $ 4,388.50 


The Department of Attorney General has advised that overdrafts are not per- 
mitted by statute except in certain instances where emergencies arise in highway 
activities and then only to the extent of 15% of the highway appropriation. 


ASSETS 


The cash balance of $1,614.97 was reconciled with the bank statement 
furnished by the Federal Trust Company, Waterville, Maine. A count of cash 
was made at the date of audit and reconciled with the closing balance at February 
200933) 


Other assets, including taxes, accounts receivable, tax liens, and tax ac- 
quired property were reviewed and verification undertaken to determine their 
validity at the year end. Unpaid accounts were also reconciled with the balances 
shown on the records of the selectmen. 


An amount of $1,030.76, which is included in the balance sheet, reflects 
the federal share of hurricane damage which may be reimbursable in the ensuing 
year. 


RESERVES AND SURPLUS 


The appropriation accounts reflect unexpended balances of $3,277.58 (Ex- 
hibit D) at the year end. This amount representing various operating account . 
balances which were carried forward to the ensuing year. 

Withholding tax deductions due the Director of Internal Revenue totaled 
$176.40 at February 20, 1955. 


The deficit of $575.63 changed to an unappropriated surplus of $2,150.87 
at the year end. This change was occasioned principally by the excess of avail- 
able funds over expenditures less an appropriation to purchase land for cemetery 
extension and the transfer of a general fund investment to the capital reserve fund. 


TRUST AND RESERVE FUNDS 


The total amount of trust fund principals was $5,450.00 and unexpended 
income amounted to $321.68. Tlhese funds were invested in time deposits with 
the Federal Trust Company, Waterville, Maine. 


The capital reserve fund for school construction increased by $4,892.44 
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during the year. This increase was occasioned by authorized transfers of state 
funds and the general fund investment and interest earned on time deposits. 
The capital reserve fund is invested in a U. S. Savings Bond of $1,000.00 and a 
time deposit of $5,892.44 in the Waterville Savings Bank. 


AVAILABLE FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES 


An analysis of the comparative statement of available funds revealed a de- 
crease of $1,499.52 as compared with the preceding year. This decrease was 
occasioned principally by a reduction in transfers from surplus, changes in carry- 
ing balances and a transfer to the capital reserve fund. A higher tax levy and 
increased revenue from the state for highway, hurricane damage and educational 
purposes were also contributing factors. 


Expenditures for the same period decreased by $5,222.27 which for the 
most part was due to a reduction in state highway construction. Increased ex- 
| penditures in education and protection were also contributing factors. 


A method of effectively canceling paid invoices should be considered. This 
may be accomplished either by perforation or a rubber stamp device. 


GENERAL 


The examination of the town clerk’s records revealed that the transfer of 
excise tax collections to snow removal and interest accounts was authorized 
by a vote of the townspeople. 


The townspeople also voted to pay into the capital reserve fund for school 
construction the U. S. Savings Bond and monies received from the state and 
town on state aid roads. 


SCOPE OF AUDIT 


Count of cash was made and records checked to determine the accuracy of 
recording cash transactions. The system of internal control was reviewed as 
pertaining to the handling of cash and other matters of financial concern. Trust 
fund and capital reserve fund transactions were reviewed. The securities and 
savings account balances of these funds were verified by actual inspection. Ex- 
ternal verifications were utilized to determine the correctness of recorded assets 
and liabilities. Receipts, vouchers and canceled checks were examined for a 
selected period and major increases or decreases in revenue or expenditures over 
previous years were explored. Excise tax collections for a selected period were 
verified by examination of the copies of receipts retained by the collector. 


Various laws pertaining to the fiscal operations of the municipality were 
reviewed to determine that related financial transactions were properly adminis- 
tered. 


Included in this report are exhibits and schedules pertaining to the financial 
status of the town. Audit procedures were followed to the extent deemed advis- 
able to develop these statements. 


It is believed that the accompanying balance sheet and supporting informa- 
tion fairly present the financial position of the town at February 20, 1955, and 
the result of its operations for the year then ended. 
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TOWN OF BENTON 


COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 


GENERAL FUND 


ASSETS 
FEBRUARY 20, 1955 FEBRUARY 20, 1954 
Cash on Hand and in Bank $ 1,614.97 $ 7,894.47 
Account Receivable (Schedule A-1) 407.42 423.48 
Taxes Receivable (Schedule A-2) 2,167.96 1,137.24 
Tax Liens (Schedule A-3) 120.67 162.12 
Tax Acquired Property (Schedule A-4) 266.07 
Investment 962.00 
Federal Anticipation 1,030.76 
State Aid Roads No. 4- No. 9 
(contra) 
Town Share — To be re- 
tired from Future Revenue $4,003.76 $ 5,069.76 
State Share — Deferred 
Charges 7,467.90 10,139.50 
11,471.66 15,209.26 
Tora, — GENERAL FUND $17,079.51 $25,788.57 


TRUST AND RESERVE FUNDS 


A Sei: Ls 
Trust Funds: 
Time Deposits (Schedule A-8) $ 5,771.68 $ 5,558.77 
Tora, — TRUST FUNDS 5,771.68 pee ietraibe 
Capital Reserve Funds: 
Time Deposits $5,892.44 $ 2,000.00 
Investments 1,000.00 
Tota, — CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 6,892.44 2,000.00 


ToTaL — TRUST AND 
RESERVE FUNDS $12,664.12 $° 755847 
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TOWN OF BENTON 


COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 


GENERAL FUND 


LIABILITIES 
FEBRUARY 20, 1955 FEBRUARY 20, 1954 
Tax Notes Payable $10,000.00 
Prepaid Taxes $ 3.00 $ 3.00 
Deferred Revenue: 
RESERVES 
Authorized Expenditures $3,277.58 $ 1,040.94 
Due Governmental Agencies 176.40 111.00 
TOTAL — RESERVES 3,453.98 1,151.94 


SURPLUS (Dericir) 


Unappropriated 2,150.87 375.63 
Appropriated: 
Net Investment in State 
Aid Road (contra) 11,471.66 15,209.26 
ToTAL -- GENERAL FUND $17,079.51 $25,788.57 


TRUST AND RESERVE FUNDS 


LLABLBDEELES 
Trust Funds: 
Principals $ 5,450.00 $ 5,250.00 
Unexpended Income 321.68 308.77 
TOTAL — TRUST FUNDS 5,771.68 5,558.77 
Capital Reserve Fund: 


Principal 6,892.44 2,000.00 


ToTAL — TRUST AND 
RESERVE FUNDS — $12,664.12 2 & 7,558.77 
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Town Warrant 


To Herman Lovejoy, a Constable of the town of Benton, in 
the County of Kennebec and State of Maine. Greetings: 


In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town of Benton 
qualified by law to vote in the town affairs, to meet at the 
Grange Hall in said town on the twelfth day of March A.D. 
mee at 6 o’clock in the forenoon, to act on the following 
articles: 


ARTICLE 1. To choose a moderator to preside at said 
meeting. 


ARTICLE 2. To elect all town officers to be elected by 
written ballot as directed in Section 38 to 52 inclusive of 
Chapter 5 of the Revised Statutes of 1930 together with acts 
additional thereto and amendatory thereof, provisions of 
which were adopted by vote of the town, Article 8, at the 
regular town meeting held at Benton Grange Hall on the 
9th day of March A.D. 19386. 


ARTICLE 3. To elect one member to the Cemetery Com-— 
mittee to serve for the ensuing five years. 


ARTICLE 4. To choose all other necessary town officers 
for the ensuing year. 


ARTICLE 5. To see if the town will authorize the select- 
men to sell and dispose of all tax titles held by the town on 
such terms as they may deem advisable, and to execute Quit 
Claim Deeds for such property. 


Recommended — Yes. 
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ARTICLE 6. To see if the town will vote to authorize 
the selectmen and treasurer to make temporary loans in 
anticipation of taxes and to issue and negotiate notes there- 
for, to an amount which at any time shall not exceed in the 
aggregate the total tax levy of the preceeding municipal year 
in which they are issued, out of money raised during such 
current year by taxes, in accordance with the provisions of 
R. S. Maine 1930, Section 83, Chapter 5, as amended. 


Recommended — Yes. 


ARTICLE 7. To see if the town will vote to charge in- 
terest on taxes remaining unpaid after a certain date, also 
to set a date and rate of interest. 


Recommended — March 1st and 5%. 


ARTICLE 8. To see if the town will vote to pay the 
collector and treasurer the rate of the bid as printed upon 
the election ballot, for his services as town officer for the 
ensuing year. 

Recommended — Yes, if no more than 23 mills and 25c 
per excise tax. 


ARTICLE 9. To see what salary the selectmen shall re- 
ceive for their services for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $500 for 1st, $300 for 2nd, $200 for 
_ 8rd, and expenses. 


- ARTICLE 10. To see what salary the town will vote to 
pay the town clerk for the ensuing year. 


ARTICLE 11. To see what salary the town will vote to 
pay the superintending school committee for the ensuing 
year. 


ARTICLE 12. To see what sum of money the town will 
‘vote to raise and appropriate to pay the town officers for 
the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $3,000.00. 


Article 13. To see what rate of wages the town will vote 
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to pay for labor performed on the highways and bridges by 
men, teams and trucks for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — Same as the State. 


ARTICLE 14. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $50 to honor the graves of all soldiers 
buried in the town of Benton. 


Recommended — $25 to Legion and $25 to the Lawrence 
Band. 


ARTICLE 15. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate to pay for the care of ceme- 
teries and improvement of the extension of the Brown ceme- 
tery, so-called, under the direction of the Cemetery commit- 
tee. 


Recommended — $600 for care, $600 for extension. 


ARTICLE 16. To see if the town will vote to accept the 
trust funds presented for the perpetual care of the follow- 
ing lots: 

Joseph and Erastus Piper lot — Falls cemetery 

Jacob and Laura Brown lot — Reed cemetery 

Swett-Knowlton lot — Falls cemetery 

Charles and Oscar Piper lot — Falls cemetery 

Ernest G. Richards lot — Falls cemetery 


Recommended — Yes. 


ARTICLE 17. To see if the town wishes any more street 
lights installed. 


ARTICLE 18. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for street lights for the ensu- 
ing year. 


Recommended — $1,250.00. 


ARTICLE 19. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for the incidental expenses of 
the town for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $1,200.00 
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ARTICLE 20. To see if the town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate the sum of $3,250 to pay for hydrant rental at 
Benton Station, and for fire protection for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $3,200.00. 


ARTICLE 21. To see if the town will vote to raise and ap- 
propriate $125 for Public Health Nursing in Benton, said 
sum to be expended by the Maine Department of Health & 
welfare, Bureau of Health, for local services. 


Recommended — Yes. 


ARTICLE 22. To see whether or not the town will vote 
to raise and appropriate the sum of fifty ($50) dollars to be 
paid to the State of Maine Publicity Bureau to be expended 
and used for advertising the natural resources, advantages 
and attractions of the State of Maine, in accordance with the 
BLOWS of Chapter 80, Section 95, of the Revised Statutes 
of Maine. 


Recommended — Left to action of the meeting. 


ARTICLE 28. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate to hire and maintain the Dump 
Site in Clinton for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $220.00. 


ARTICLE 24. To see if the town will authorize the select- 
men to hire the shade trees in Benton sprayed for the con- 
trol of disease, should a check by a tree expert show it to be 
advisable; the cost to be charged against the Surplus ac- 
count. 


Recommended — Yes. 


ARTICLE 25. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for carrying on a Dutch Elm 
disease prevention program, as recommended by the Maine 
Forest Service, for the purpose of protecting Elm shade 
trees. 


ARTICLE 26. To see what action the town will take on 
two bills received from the Lahey Clinic and Deaconess 
Hospital for services rendered in August 1954. 
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ARTICLE 27. To see what action the town will take re- 
garding a bill received from Frank Stewart, for services 
dating back to 1958. 


ARTICLE 28. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for Aid to Dependent Children 
for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $2,300.00. 


ARTICLE 29. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for the support of poor for the 
ensuing year. 


Recommended — $3,000.00. 


ARTICLE 30. To see if the town will vote to authorize 
the selectmen to publish in the annual report the names of 
all persons receiving town poor assistance, not specifically 
barred by law. 


ARTICLE 31. To see if the town will elect a School 
Building Committee. 


ARTICLE 32. To listen to the report of the School Sur- 
vey Committee and take any action so-desired upon the re- 
commendations contained therein. 


ARTICLE 33. To see if the town will vote to authorize 
the School Building Committee to secure options to buy, on 
several school building sites, and submit to the town for ap- 
proval to purchase at the next annual or special town meet- 


ing, defraying all costs of same from the Capital Reserve ~ 


Fund for School Buildin g Construction. 


ARTICLE 34. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for payment into the Capital 
Reserve Fund for School Building Construction. 


No recommendation. 


ARTICLE 35. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate a specified sum of money for common schools, 
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high school tuition, industrial and physical education, text, 
books, administration costs, and supplies for the ensuing 
year. 


Recommended — $29,913.00. 


ARTICLE 36. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for school house repairs and 
insurance for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $1,600.00. 


ARTICLE 37. To see if the town will vote to instruct the 
superintending school committee to itemize its expenditures 
in the annual town report. 


ARTICLE 38. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for repairing bridges for the 
ensuing year. 


Recommended — $300.00. 


ARTICLE 39. To see what action the town wishes to take 
on any remaining balance left unpaid by the Insurance Com- 
pany on the cost of the New Stream Bridge, so-called, on the 
Bog road. 


ARTICLE 40. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for State Aid Road Construc- 
tion (in addition to the amounts regularly raised for the 
care of ways, highways, and bridges) under the provisions 
of Sections 25 and 29, Chapter 20, R.S. 1944, as amended. 


Recommended — $1,066.00. 


ARTICLE 41. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate for repairing the highways and 
cutting bushes for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — $3,000.00. 


ARTICLE 42. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate $1,000.00 to be expended for tar in Benton. 


Recommended — $800.00 plus $200.00 from Surplus. 
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ARTICLE 438. To see if the town will vote to pay the in- 
terest on any temporary loans, the expense of snow removal 
and sanding, and the cost of repairs to the tractor house 
roof, from the Excise tax receipts for the ensuing year. 


Recommended — Yes. 


ARTICLE 44. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriiate to Warranite the sidewalk on 
Benton Station hill. 


ARTICLE 45. To see if the town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the sum of $200 to be expended for repairs on 
the town hall. 


ARTICLE 46. To see if the town will vote to instruct 
the assessors to abate the poll tax of all men reaching the 
age of 70 years. 


ARTICLE 47. To see what sum of money the town will 
vote to raise and appropriate to pay the Moderator for his 
services at this meeting. 


Recommended — $10.00. 


The polls will be open at 6:00 A. M. and continue until 
1:00 P.M. when they will close. The business session opens 
at 10:00 A.M. ; 


Notice is hereby given that the Selectmen will be in ses- 
sion at the Town hall, for the purpose of revising the list of 
voters aS required in Chapter 6, Section 42, of the Revised 
Statutes of 1930, on Saturday, March 10th, from 12:00 noon. 
until 3:00 P.M. 


Given under our hands this 3rd day of March A.D. 1956. 


CHARLES KENT, JR. 
KELSEY ROBINSON 
WILSON SHORES 
Selectmen of Benton. 
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